
It's a beautiful way to discover the city and looking 

up for the statues adds an extra dimension to 

appreciating the beautiful architectural detail in 

the heart of  York.

Our fabulous FREE self- guided tour...

Our trail has been revised countless 

times whenever new cat statues are 

added and we hope that you pick up 

a copy and enjoy the experience. 

There are currently about 35 cat statues. Our 

'Original York Cat Trail'® focuses on the most central 

ones and takes around two hours to complete. It's as 

pedestrian friendly as we can achieve and all within 

the ancient city walls. Fabulous free fun for all, and 

also wheelchair friendly.

www.YorkLuckyCats.co.uk

34 Coney Street, York, YO1 9ND
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York Lucky Cats 

The York Cat Trail

M
IN

I Q
U

IZ
! Name

Email

What animal is with cat no. 15?

What does cat no. 12 chase? 

What colour is cat no. 21?

Fill in the quiz below and hand in at the York Lucky 
Cats shop on Coney Street in York and every CHILD 
will receive a free gift!

It has always been held

that the cat statues

provided people with

good luck and

certainly in ancient

times if either a cat

statue or a live cat

deterred a rat or mouse from coming into 

your home then it was your lucky day.  

Especially when you consider that the rat 

might then have carried the plague.

In ancient medieval York cats 
always acted as effective pest 
controllers and whilst the first cat 
statue is attributed to Sir Stephen 
Aitchison in 1920, it is fairly 
certain that other wooden carved 
statues of cats were on buildings 
to act as scarecrows long before.

Each cat is created using lampworking 

techniques where the solid glass rods are 

melted in a 1,500°C flame and then twisted 

allowing gravity to help create the feline 

shape which is then allowed to gently cool.

Our wholly unique York Lucky 
Cats were first designed, crafted 
and created at York Glass our 
then Shambles based shop.

Our York Lucky 
Cats are available 
in the twelve 
lucky birthstone 
colours. 

Luck has always been 

associated with them and 

we hope they provide a 

wonderful reminder of 

happy times in York.
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The late Tom Adams, an Architect deserves a 

special mention as he, along with others 

helped to reinvigorate the York Cat Trail, 

commissioning Sculptor Jonathan Newdick to 

produce Statues to be placed on buildings he 

either owned or worked on, as a kind of 

trademark.  Other sculptors including York 

based Eoghan Bridge, Susie Marsh and Antony 

Bartyla have also had involvement through 

commisions from shopkeepers and owners.

The original York Lucky Cats are 
the perfect souvenir of  York. 

Our Lucky Cats have been adopted and loved by 
many people. They have travelled the world and 
are famous as a good luck charm. 

• Handmade in York 
• Designed to celebrate the York Cats story
• The purr-fect gift for any cat lover

N
ow

 pop back to our fabulous shop to get one of 
our fam

ous O
riginal Y

ork Lucky C
ats. 

T
here are still plenty of cats to find around the 

city if you feel adventurous. Y
ou can find m

ore 
about them

 in the cat directory on our w
ebsite.

There are a lot of mystery 
stories about York's Ghost Cats. 
We know that that York is 
famous from it's ghosts but not 
too many people know about 
Ghosts Cats. 

cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats cats

MYSTERY YORK'S

To tribute all lost feline lives you can 
give them one more life and adopt 
Frightening Feline in our shop. 

In the past people believed that bricking up a 
pair of live black cats in the walls of a house 
would protects the house against fires and 
brings good fortune. 

YORK CITY OF CATS
YC ORK
AT TRAIL
YC ORK
AT TRAIL
YC ORK
AT TRAIL
YC ORK
AT TRAIL

34 Coney Street, York, YO1 9ND34 Coney Street, York, YO1 9ND

Let's go cat hunting!

Free self-guided historic walk around York

m
ad

e 
in

 Y
orkshire

A PPRO

V
E

D

YC ORK
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ORK

FFREE REE FFUN!UN!FREE FUN!REE FUN!FREE FUN!
CAT TRAIL

YORK

The mummified cat found 
hidden beneath the floor of 
York Mansion House may have 
been there for that purpose.



 
  

 
  

                L
et’s start from

 our Y
ork L

ucky C
ats shop. 

Sim
ply pick up a paper copy from

 the shop an
d let’s go 

cat hun
tin

g!  Y
ou do n

ot n
eed to look lon

g aroun
d to spot 

our tw
o shop cats. T

hey are hun
tin

g for rats! 

       T
urn

 right on
 leavin

g the shop an
d w

alk to L
en

dal. 
C

ross the road, w
alk a few

 steps left an
d look across the 

road from
 n

ear the en
tran

ce to M
useum

 G
arden

s. C
an

 
you see the cat called C

ham
bers? C

lue: A
ccoun

tan
cy 

O
ffice

4.   Follow
 M

useum
 Street tow

ards M
in

ster. T
urn

 right 
on

to H
igh Petergate an

d then
 first right on

 Ston
egate. 

Just look above the doorw
ays on

 the left han
d side an

d 
you w

ill see G
ordon

, the pirate cat w
ho w

as put up for the 
w

in
n

ers of on
e of our com

petition
s m

any years ago.  

5.   R
etrace your steps an

d con
tin

ue passin
g through 

M
in

ster G
ates turn

in
g right w

hen
 you see the M

in
ster 

an
d keep w

alkin
g alon

g the fron
t of the M

in
ster. F

in
d 

G
oodram

gate an
d turn

 right m
akin

g sure you look up. 
C

lue: : It is not a m
eat eater!

      C
on

tin
ue alon

g G
oodram

gate, keep lookin
g right to 

fin
d a clim

bin
g cat called H

ope.  C
lue: Y

ou can
 fin

d som
e 

real cats here! 

7.   C
on

tin
ue further alon

g G
oodram

gate to fin
d the gate 

(hopefully open
) to H

oly T
rin

ity C
hurch. L

ook aroun
d the 

church groun
ds an

d you w
ill fin

d the m
em

orial to the 
n

ow
 dead Y

ork M
in

ster C
at,  called G

erald. P
lease be 

aw
are of the church open

in
g hours available to check 

on
lin

e.  C
lue: L

H
S of ben

ch in
 groun

ds.

8.    K
eep w

alkin
g alon

g G
oodram

gate, un
til the 

crossroads. T
urn

 left to K
in

g’s Square an
d left again

 on
to 

St. A
n

drew
’s G

ate.  Y
ou w

ill fin
d an

 un
usual house w

ith 
n

um
ber ½

 an
d un

usual half the size of a cat,too! So look 
for a kitten

!

       Just n
ext door at house n

o 1 look for an
other felin

e.  

1     R
etrace your steps back to K

in
g’s Square. T

urn
 left 

an
d look up.   C

lue: T
ick-T

ock 

       K
eep w

alkin
g alon

g C
olliergate, an

other few
 steps, to 

fin
d an

other but un
usual black cat. C

lue: T
w

o- 
dim

en
sion

al cat

       W
alk back again

 to K
in

g’s Square an
d look at the 

roof lin
e aroun

d to spot a cat chasin
g a pigeon

.

1     N
ext, follow

 the sign
s an

d crow
ds tow

ards the 
Sham

bles. O
ur cat is still clim

bin
g above our form

er shop, 
w

here T
he Y

ork C
at T

rail began
 an

d the first O
rigin

al 
Y

ork L
ucky C

at w
as m

ade!

14   L
ook opposite, slightly left an

d spot an
other 

Sham
bles cat w

ith a spiral body, called Fortitius  aka Jim
, 

bein
g opposite L

ucky w
ho w

e placed on
 our origin

al 
L

ucky C
at Shop.

15   C
on

tin
ue dow

n
 to the bottom

 of the Sham
bles. L

ook 
across the road for frighten

in
g ghostly felin

e goin
g 

through the w
all of the m

ost haun
ted Y

ork pub.
C

lue: L
ook for a sheep

1     C
ross the road, turn

 left an
d then

 right on
to Fossgate. 

K
eep w

alkin
g, cross the bridge an

d con
tin

ue to 
W

alm
gate. K

eep left, to fin
d a black gate to an

other 
haun

ted pub. T
he cat statue can

 be seen
 in

 the backyard 
of the pub, through the gate. 

17   T
urn

 back on
 the W

alm
gate an

d just opposite you 
w

ill fin
d an

other cat proudly sittin
g on

 the w
in

dow
sill.

C
lue: L

ook for a horse head!

1     A
 few

 steps further alon
g the W

alm
gate, you w

ill fin
d 

a tw
in

 brother of the cat from
 the opposite side of the 

road. L
ook above the restauran

t doorw
ay. 

1     R
etrace your steps alon

g W
alm

gate turn
in

g left on
to 

M
erchan

tgate an
d right on

to P
iccadilly an

d then
 left 

again
 to C

oppergate. T
he cat w

ill be lurkin
g above the  

w
in

dow
 of yet an

other haun
ted pub.

  
            C

arry on
 to the en

d of C
oppergate, cross 

the road an
d con

tin
ue to K

in
g’s Street. O

n
 the bottom

 
turn

 left in
to K

in
g’s Staith. C

on
tin

ue alon
g the river’s 

edge un
til Friar’s T

errace an
d South E

xplan
de join

. Y
ou 

w
ill fin

d tw
o tw

in
 w

hite cats there, alon
g w

ith a black an
d 

a siam
ese cat.  C

lue: If you are stuck, look for a black 
gate goin

g n
ow

here! 

       R
etrace your route, pass the K

in
g’s A

rm
s pub, clim

b 
the steps an

d turn
 left in

to L
ow

 O
usgate. If you w

an
t to 

avoid steps, retrace your route to K
in

g’s Street an
d turn

 
left to L

ow
 O

usegate. C
ross the road safely. O

n
 the m

iddle 
of the O

use B
ridge look right. Far aw

ay you w
ill see a cat 

balan
cin

g on
 the roofl

in
e.  If you do n

ot have good 
eyesight you m

ay n
eed a pair of bin

oculars or keep 
w

alkin
g over the B

ridge an
d look from

 the raised 
w

alkw
ay on

 the right. L
ook for gaps in

 trees.

             R
eturn

 to L
ow

 O
usegate. Just after the bridge an

d  
close to T

esco, look up to see the tw
o oldest rem

ain
in

g 
cats on

 the trail, dated aroun
d 1920. O

thers have fallen
 or 

been
 rem

oved.

25   C
on

tin
ue on

to H
igh O

usegate lookin
g for San

tan
der.  

O
n

 the left han
d side, look for a very n

arrow
 sn

ickw
ay, 

Peter L
an

e. D
o n

ot be scared an
d con

tin
ue to the bottom

 
of it. K

eep lookin
g left, to spot the cat, called B

ruk. 

       T
urn

 left to M
arket Street an

d right to C
on

ey Street. 
O

n
 the w

ay back to L
ucky C

at Shop, keep lookin
g left. 

C
lue: N

um
ber 25. 

567891011121314

1516171819

134

2
&

20
21

24252728

26

CONGRATULATIONS & W
ELL DONE! 

YOU FOUND ALL THE CATS ON THE YORK CAT TRAIL. 
N

ow
 pop back to our fabulous shop to get one of 

our fam
ous O

riginal Y
ork Lucky C

ats. 

T
here are still plenty of cats to find around the 

city if you feel adventurous. Y
ou can find m

ore 
about them

 in the cat directory on our w
ebsite.
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Let's go cat hunting!

Free self-guided historic walk around York
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TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE YORK
CAT TRAIL & YORK LUCKY CATS VISIT

www.yorkluckycats.co.uk

VISITOR’S INFORMATION CENTRE

PUBLIC TOILETS

CAR PARK

SHAMBLES FOOD COURT

CONEY ST

LENDAL MUSEUM ST

DAVYGATE

PARLIAMENT ST

STONEGATE

SWINEGATE

LOWER STONEGATE
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ST HELEN’S SQ
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T
he Y

ork C
at T

rail is com
m

itted to 

m
inim

ising their environm
ental 

footprint and prefer to travel by 

public transport. Follow
 in their

footsteps and travel from
 one of the 

six Park &
 R

ide sites, including 

Poppleton B
ar. Y

ou can park 

securely for free and catch one of 

the frequent electric buses into the 

city, ensuring a hassle-free and 

eco-conscious day out. F
ind out 

m
ore at Y

orkParkA
ndR

ide.co.uk

FIRST BUS, YORK PARK & RIDE

T
o the

T
rain Station

Sham
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M
arket

M
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G
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C
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Y
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T
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R
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B
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H
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G
rand

O
pera

H
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O
pen M

on to Sat 9am
 - 5pm

, Sun 10am
 - 4pm

P

START HEREKING’S STREET
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